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NEW SURVEY: One in seven adults attends church every month
Potential congregation of 3 million just waiting to be asked
One in seven adults in the UK attends a Christian church each month, with nearly 3 million more people saying they would attend church if only they were asked, one of the largest surveys of churchgoing in the UK reveals today (3 April 2007). 

The findings of the in-depth survey by Christian relief and development agency Tearfund, also show that, contrary to the UK’s secular image, Christianity is still the dominant faith in the UK. Over half (53%) or 26.2 million adults claim to be Christian. 
Churchgoing in the UK – one of the few surveys to track monthly church attendance and the likelihood of non churchgoers attending - shows that 7.6 million adults go to church each month and one in 10 adults attends weekly. One in four (12.6 million) attend at least once a year. 
Unexpectedly, the survey shows that 3 million people who have stopped going to church or who have never been in their lives, would consider attending given the right invitation. 
Dr Elaine Storkey, President of Tearfund, who also lectures in Theology at the University of Oxford, says, “This survey is a valuable contribution to exploring what people in Britain today think about church, why people attend and crucially, what is most likely to encourage people to make a connection with church.”  

Matthew Frost, Chief Executive of Tearfund, says “What is clear from this survey is that the UK is holding firmly to the Christian faith. This is a great encouragement to Tearfund - we tackle poverty and injustice in partnership with churches in some of the world’s poorest communities and we could not do it without the volunteers, prayer and money from churches throughout the UK supporting other churches around the world in the fight against poverty.” 

Churchgoing in the UK, also reveals that:

· 22% of Londoners attend church each month
· 1 million adults attend ethnic minority Christian churches.
· 48% of adults of black ethnic origin attend church monthly.
· Other faiths account for 6% of religious attendance.
· 66% of the population still have no connection with church

Writing in a foreword to the report, Rev Dr Stephen Croft, the Archbishops’ Missioner and leader of Fresh Expressions, says, “There is significant encouragement for churches in this Tearfund research. A very substantial part of the population in the UK still attend church regularly or occasionally during the year. Christians are not (as yet) the tiny minority that some would suggest. This statistic alone has major implications not only for the churches but for public debate and public policy.”  

Dr Croft says the report highlights a clear opportunity for churches to attract new members by tapping into the nearly 3 million (6% of UK adults) who are likely to go to church in future. The survey revealed that a personal invite, family or a friend attending or difficult personal circumstances, are most likely to encourage people into church. 
Tearfund’s research offers a different perspective than the English Church Census
, with more than 7,000 people throughout the UK interviewed in detail, both those who do not attend church as well as those who do, compared to the Census’ snapshot of church attendance in England on a given Sunday. Tearfund’s research finds that 9% of adults in England attend church at least once a week compared to 6% in church on a typical Sunday in the Census.  

Churchgoing in the UK also shows that Christianity today has a multi-cultural face with nearly 1 million adults attending ethnic majority churches. Regular churchgoing is particularly high among adults of black ethnic origin at 48% - over three times the proportion among white adults (15%). The largest denominations among ethnic majority churches overall are Pentecostal (23%), Roman Catholic (23%) and Church of England/Anglican (19%). 
The survey highlights that the biggest challenge remains people opting out of religion altogether. Two thirds of UK adults (66%) or 32.2 million people have no connection with church at present (or with any other religion).
 
Surprisingly, Greater London has one of the highest numbers of regular churchgoers (22%), second only to Northern Ireland (45%), despite being a multi-cultural city with more people of ‘other faiths’ (20%) than anywhere else in the country. 
The devoted core of regular churchgoers are women (19% attend at least monthly); over 55 years old (22%); from social class AB (21%) and those of black ethnic origin (48%).
Rev Lynda Barley, Head of Research and Statistics for the Church of England Archbishop’s Council, comments, “Britain at the beginning of the twenty first century is a nation seeking identity.  At first glance the past has been left behind to wholeheartedly embrace individual choice and secular consumerism prominently among its modern day gods. But research is beginning to show that there is more, far more, going on out of apparent sight in everyday life in Britain today.”
Ends. 
For further information or interviews please contact:
Abby King, Tearfund on 020 8943 7936 or 07939 120545
Charlotte Flint, Tearfund on 020 8943 7986 or 07949 181414
Rev Rob Marshall, Fresh Expressions Media Office on 07917 272833
Notes to editors:
1. Churchgoing in the UK represents the main findings from research conducted by TNS on behalf of Tearfund among a representative poll of 7,000 adults in the UK, aged 16 or over, between 8th February and 5th March 2006. A sample of this magnitude provides robust evidence on churchgoing behaviour. For more information see www.tearfund.org 
2. Tearfund is one of the UK’s leading relief and development agencies, working in partnership with churches around the world to tackle the causes and effects of poverty. Tearfund works in over 60 countries and has nearly 40 years experience working with church-based partners in response to poverty and injustice. www.tearfund.org  
3. Fresh Expressions is a Church of England and Methodist Church initiative encouraging people hoping to establish new or different forms of church for a changing culture. www.freshexpressions.org.uk 
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