Nationally Synod have approved a

Worklng with young people: strategy for children and young
e g, d people entitled “Going for
| re'lmag| ni ng and re‘engagmg Growth. This report charges the

church to “reconsider how we

The opportunities, challenges and models engage with and express God's love

for working with this generation of young people to this generation of children and

S young people, whoever and

wherever they may be”

[1] “Going for Grow th” Archbishop’s Council Education
Division January 2010
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If, instead of trying to teach good
news to children (and young
people), the Church tries to
become good news, it will need
such fresh eyes to see itself.
Such a church would need the
confidence to deal with questions
rather than always having to find
the answers
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The Issues

@ Fear(s)
Outdated Models

Critical mass
Modernity
Attractional

Un-resourced

Serious learners and fellow
travellers
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Contemplative

v : ‘

Youth Ministry
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Youth Ministry

Anxiety seeks control
(How do | make kids into
Christians?)

Love seeks contemplation
(How can | be present to kids
and God?)

Anxiety seeks
professionals

(Who is the expert that can
solve the youth problem?)

Love seeks processes
(What can we do together to
uncover Jesus’ way of life?)

Anxiety wants products
(What book, video, curriculum
will teach kids faith?)
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Contemplative

Love desires presence
(Who will bear the life of God
among teenagers ?)
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Youth Ministry

Anxiety wants activity
(What will keep the kids busy)

Love brings awareness
(What are the real needs of the
youth?)

Anxiety seeks answers
(Here’s what we think.
Here’s who God is.)

Love seeks questions
(What do you think? Or as Jesus
said, ‘Who do you say that | am?)
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Generation of activists

Love to talk about life,
meaning

Intuitive theologians
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Interesting

Are looking for the authentic
(Moral therapeutic deists)

Sl e ]

-7

faith, death and

Anxiety lifts up gurus
(Who has the charisma to
draw kids?)

Love relies on guides
(Who has the gifts for living
alongside kids ?)

Anxiety rests in results
(How many kids have committed
to the faith?)

Love rests in relationships
(Who are the kids we've
befriended?)

Anxiety seeks conformity
(Are the young people meeting
our expectations?)

Love brings creativity
(What's the fresh way in which God
is challenging us through our youth?
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Recent research and
Writing

-Community Audit
-Joining other youth activities
-Partnership

-Community festivals

-Local action

-Environmental projects

-Organisations such as BB
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'd lfave churches to :

Engage with young people where they are

Become more confident in their faith and being
intentionally christian

Be willing to listen; to explore life and faith

Have a deeper commitment and recognition of those with
a ministry among young people

Be a blessing to young people and to be a counter cultural
voice celebrating adolescence

Learn from young people

Move from entertainment and providing religious
information to modelling, learning etc

Discover the blessing and help the whole faith community
can be to young people
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